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Summary of the Public Information Meeting 
Held at Nanoose Place, 2925 Northwest Bay Road, Nanoose Bay 

June 28, 2010 at 7:00 pm 
 

Note: This summary of the meeting is not verbatim recording of the proceedings, but is 
intended to summarize the comments of those in attendance at the Public Information Meeting. 

 
There were approximately 220 persons in attendance. 
 
Present for the Regional District: 
George Holme, Chairperson 
Carol Mason, Chief Administrative Officer 
John Finnie, General Manager, Regional & Community Utilities 
Wayne Moorman, Manager, Engineering Services 
Dale Lindsay, Manager, Current Planning 
Susan Cormie, Senior Planner 
 
Present for the Applicant: 
Russell Tibbles, Vice President, Development & Operations, Fairwinds, Bentall Kennedy 
(Canada) LP / Agent, on behalf of 3536696 Canada Inc. and bcIMC Realty Corporation 
Edward Porter, Consultant, Ekistics Town Planning 
Karly O’Connor, Consultant, Ekistics Town Planning 
Matt Hammond, Consultant, Pottinger Gaherty Environmental Consultants 
 
The Chairperson opened the meeting at 7:10 pm and outlined the agenda for the evening’s 
meeting. The Chairperson then stated the purpose of the Public Information Meeting and 
requested the Senior Planner to provide background information concerning the Official 
Community Plan (OCP) amendment process. 
 
Ms. Cormie gave a brief outline of the application process. 
 
The Chairperson then invited representatives of the applicant to give a presentation of the 
proposed OCP amendment applications. Mr. Porter and Ms. O’Connor presented the proposed 
OCP amendment applications for Schooner Cove and The Lakes District. 
 
Following the presentation, the Chairperson invited questions and comments from the attendees. 
 
Gord Buckingham, 3370 Redden Road, Nanoose Bay, spoke to the native habitat of the area and 
the need to preserve this environment.  Mr. Buckingham also quoted the OCP concerning non-
automobile modes of transportation on trails and referred to the RDN sustainability document 
concerning important ecosystems and features are protected.  A copy of this presentation is 
attached to and forms part of this summary. 
 
Michael Jessen, 1266 Jukes Place, French Creek, spoke as a private individual and outlined 
similar developments which occurred in Alberta.  Mr. Jessen asked what provisions have been 
made for medical services for incoming people and what land has been allocated for this purpose. 
 
Terry McIntosh, Vancouver, explained that he is an interested botanist representing himself and 
that he was invited by the Nanoose Naturalists to review the Garry oak ecosystem.  Mr. McIntosh 
stated that he has not seen a better conditioned ecosystem on Vancouver Island, but felt that the 
rare plant inventory needs to be completed, demarcation of the Garry oak habitat needs 
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confirmation, and that the proposed condominiums in the middle of the Garry oak habitat should 
be abandoned as they would negatively impact the Garry oak habitat. 
 
Don Lawseth, 1895 Sea Lion Crescent, Nanoose Bay, stated that he was representing himself and 
outlined his presentation concerning The Lakes District including the need to follow the OCP; the 
process and how it relates to environmental considerations; concern for how the environment will 
be protected; the need to ensure who will take responsibility for environmental protection of the 
proposed park lands; and the need to have the future development reserves as park land.  A copy 
of this presentation is attached to and forms part of this summary.   
 
Diane Pertson, 2971 Dolphin Drive, Nanoose Bay, spoke to the history of Fairwinds and her 
concern for the environmental impact the proposed development would cause.  Ms. Pertson 
comments that it is wrong for the taxpayers to have to buy a part of the Lookout area.  Ms. 
Pertson also commented that there should not be higher residential uses next to the Crown land 
and a road should not be constructed next to the beaver ponds.  Ms. Pertson commented that the 
environmental concerns that have been raised have not been answered.  Ms. Pertson raised other 
concerns including water supply and septic disposal.  A copy of this presentation is attached to 
and forms part of this summary.  Ms. Pertson asked if there is still high density proposed for the 
Lookout area or is it now proposed to be a reserve for future purchase. 
 
Mr. Porter explained that it is his understanding that the proposal is for a reserve lands with an 
option to purchase. 
 
Ms. Pertson noted that when the Community Advisory Group (CAG) last met, it was to be a 
multi-family area. 
 
Mr. Porter confirmed that this was correct. 
 
Mike Patterson, 3292 Renwick Place, Nanoose Bay, expressed concern for access to the water 
through Schooner Cove.  Mr. Patterson also commented that whether there is a boat ramp or jib 
crane, the problem of parking remains.  Mr. Patterson commented that boating is important in this 
area and there is a shortage of boat ramps.  Mr. Patterson made a request that the RDN ensure that 
there is a boat ramp in Electoral Area ‘E’ for public use and that this needs to be included in the 
Official Community Plan (OCP) as it is as important as other activities such as hiking and 
walking. 
 
Tony Ransom, 2460 Ainsley Place, Nanoose Bay, spoke on behalf of the Nanoose Naturalists, 
and provided background information concerning the Nanoose Naturalists and raised a number of 
issues including covenants are difficult to monitor; future development reserve area should be 
incorporated into park land; the social and educational components of the ESAs need to be 
addressed, and there will be control issues with buffer zones; development permit areas need to 
be designated; an arborist needs to be hired to provide a report on individual parcels; and invasive 
species need to be monitored and managed.  Mr. Ransom further stated that they agree with the 
park land ownership / management with the RDN and in conclusion, monitoring is needed to 
achieve protection.  A copy of this presentation is attached to and forms part of this summary. 
 
Chris Junck, Victoria, stated that he was representing GOERT and was not intending to take 
sides, but rather provide scientific information.  Mr. Junck spoke to the spirit of cooperation and 
the need to offset the carbon footprint. 
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Mike Wilby, 3530 Grilse Road, Nanoose Bay, stated that he was addressing the Schooner Cove 
area and that the proposed increase in residential density form 188 to 395 is a change in the OCP.  
Mr. Wilby further stated that the RDN needs to take into consideration the immediate neighbours 
and commented that no one is interested in over development.  Mr. Wilby commented that with 
density comes increased traffic flows and they are trying to put too much into a small space.  Mr. 
Wilby also commented that there is a visual loss of privacy and that there would have to be a 
huge parking area to serve the people visiting Schooner Cove.  Mr. Wilby suggested that the 
medical offices would be better suited for Red Gap instead due to the number of daily patient 
trips.  Mr. Wilby further commented that there will be a 1,000 people at Schooner Cove.  Mr. 
Wilby commented that the sound carries over the water creating noise pollution.  Mr. Wilby also 
commented that he and his neighbours are opposed to the boardwalk on the breakwater, but will 
support the extension only as he believes it will have a negative effect on properties. 
 
Ken Woodward, 1972 Eagle Ridge Place, Nanoose Bay, stated that he cannot support the high 
density on Schooner Cove.  In addition, Mr. Woodward commented that the community would be 
better served with a boat ramp in the area.  A copy of this presentation is attached to and forms 
part of this summary. 
 
Jim Lettic, 2855 Ashcraft Road, Nanoose Bay, stated that he was concerned with the issue of 
large scale development and the implications that come about from such development including 
future costs and servicing issues. A copy of this presentation is attached to and forms part of this 
summary.  Mr. Lettic asked throughout the last 2 years and 51 events, what has the developer 
learned about the community and how has it changed the proposed plans. 
 
The applicant’s agent replied that the residents are passionate and cherish their area.  The 
applicant’s agent gave examples of how they have listened to the community including working 
with GOERT to establish the Garry oak areas. 
 
Ross Peterson, 1482 Madrona Drive, Nanoose Bay, stated that he was speaking on his own 
behalf, and spoke to four major areas of concern – the Garry oak ecosystem near the Lookout; the 
beaver ponds; the Coastal Douglas fir forest; and the Fairwinds environmental impact assessment 
and its lack of social values.  Mr. Peterson concluded by providing recommendations including 
the need for the omissions in the biological studies to be addressed; that there should be no 
development on the road clearing at the Lookout area; that the Schooner Cove Road extension 
should be rejected, and more environmental impact studies should be undertaken.  A copy of this 
presentation is attached to and forms part of this summary. 
 
Ann Ward, 2140 Sherbrooke Road, Nanoose Bay, spoke concerning Schooner Cove and 
commented that there has not been enough information given in that sketches have been 
presented but we do not know which building will be in what location and how high they will be.  
Ms. Ward commented that in order to make a valid response more specific information is needed. 
 
Mike Cassidy, 2305 Coventry Place, Nanoose Bay, commented that this is a unique area and it is 
important to do the right thing and that additional information is needed for the environmental 
aspects.  Mr. Cassidy commented that there is nothing about LEEDs for buildings. 
 
Berni Pearce, 793 Temple Street, Parksville, spoke on behalf of Arrowsmith Parks and Land Use 
Council, raised concerns with the environmental impact assessment and stated that there are 14 
changes that would be required in the OCP’ environmental policies to accommodate the 
development.  A copy of this presentation is attached to and forms part of this summary. 
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Christopher Stevens, 3724 Ermineskin Road, Parksville, spoke on behalf of Arrowsmith Parks 
and Land Use Council, highlighted deficiencies in the OCP and ESA and spoke about the bird 
populations and the natural habitat of The Lakes District area which supports rare species 
including species at risk and endangered species.  Mr. Stephens requested the RDN to retain a 
new biologist to re-review The Lakes District for conservations and biodiversity.  Mr. Stephens 
commented that the proposed greenways are not sufficient to support habitat protection; the 
beaver ponds and the road through this area has not been addressed; and there are sensitive areas 
that should still be protected.  Mr. Stephens concluded by stating that the application should not 
be approved until further study including a proper assessment of the bird species be conducted. 
 
Phil Carson, 1504 Winchester Road, Coombs, Chair, Mount Arrowsmith Biosphere Reserve, 
recommended that due to the scale and density of this project, the whole region should be 
reviewed before considering this application and that a proper ecosystem based plan is needed 
first. 
 
Barb Murray, 3362 Rockhampton Road, Nanoose Bay, stated that she is concerned with no 
wildlife/ human / urban assessment being conducted and stated that the deer and beavers will be 
affected by the proposal.  Ms. Murray stated that the beaver habitat should be protected and that 
the road way is already unacceptable on many levels.  Ms. Murray recommended more wildlife 
mitigation and wildlife corridors.  A copy of this presentation is attached to and forms part of this 
summary. 
 
Gail Hill, 2360 Bonnington Drive, Nanoose Bay, stated that while she admired many elements of 
the development, there is a concern with traffic patterns in Nanoose and that doubling or tripling 
the traffic volume will affect the deer. 
 
Enid-May Sangster Kelly, 1234 Grafton Avenue, Errington, expressed concern with wording 
such as giving back to the waterfront and revitalization. 
 
Tony Young, 3595 Dolphin Bay Road, Nanoose Bay, stated that he is concerned about the reality 
of Schooner Cove development and asked if the proposed densities are reflective of what people 
want in the area and that the development should not take away from the present population.  
Tony also commented that at the time of zoning and subdivision approval, things have changed 
from the original proposal. 
 
Daphne Davis, 3429 Redden Road, Nanoose Bay, asked about the water issue and how will the 
development proceed without water and that the RDN needs to keep this in mind. 
 
The Chairperson asked if there were any other questions or comments. 
 
The Chairperson asked a second time if there were any other questions or comments. 
 
The Chairperson asked a final time if there were any other questions or comments. 
 
Being none, the Chairperson thanked those in attendance and announced that the public 
information meeting was closed. 
 
The meeting concluded at 9:42 pm. 
_________________ 
Susan Cormie 
Recording Secretary 
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