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The Village Trail 
Gabriola’s Village Core Multi-Use Pathway
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What are the proposed design goals & decision criteria? 
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What are the funding sources for the trail? 
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When will the trail be constructed? 
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Gabriola’s Village Trail
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*some trees marked for removal may be able to be retained, pending 
arborist analysis. Other trees may be required to be removed due to 
hazard risk or pending final trail design. 
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Surfacing Options 

Edging Options for Village Core  

Slope Retention Options 

Guardrail Style Concepts
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Compacted 
crushed 
gravel with 
fines.

Less expensive to install 
than asphalt. 

Higher maintenance 
than asphalt. Periodic 
replenishment and 
resurfacing required 
to maintain compact 
surface, with no ruts and 
puddles. Weeds and plant 
growth can occur. 

Durability: 2-5 
years depending on 
maintenance.  Tendency 
to allow ruts and 
puddles. 

• Softer surface, 
preferred by 
runners. 

• Can be rougher for 
wheels. 

• Attractive material, 
although can be 
weedy.

• Pleasant sound 
when walked on. 

• Can be more 
locally sourced.

• Somewhat 
permeable. 

Asphalt More expensive to install 
than gravel. 

Maintenance includes 
patching cracks and 
potholes. 

Durability: estimated 
at 10-15 years before 
needing repairs. 

• Smooth finish, good 
for wheels. 

• Can be painted 
with a edge stripe 
or other pavement 
markings for night-
time visibility.

• Contains 
petroleum 
products

• High embodied 
energy. 

• Not permeable, 
trail drainage 
shoulder or swale 
necessary. 
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Gabriola 
Sandstone

Many styles are 
possible.

To support a 
guardrail and for 
durability, a well-
crafted wall will be 
required. However, 
with inexpensive 
local sandstone 
material available, the 
cost is comparable 
or less expensive 
than concrete 
options.

Locally sourced 
- less carbon for 
transportation. 

May require a 
wider footprint for 
construction than 
concrete options- 
may require removal 
of more trees. 

Concrete 
block

Many styles are 
possible.

Easy to install,    
inexpensive material. 
Requires shipping to 
Gabriola. 

Concrete is a high 
embodied energy 
material. Shipping to 
Gabriola is required. 

Likely a narrower 
construction footprint 
than stone wall 
options - potentially 
less damage to trees.

Cast in Place 
Concrete Wall

Many styles are 
possible.

Concrete is a high 
embodied energy 
material. Shipping to 
Gabriola is required. 

Likely a narrower 
construction footprint 
than stone wall 
options - potentially 
less damage to trees.

Structure
Post and beam 
structure. Non-
slip, durable 
materials.  
Many design 
variations are 
possible. 

Generally more 
costly than the 
retaining wall 
options. Costs 
dependant on final 
design and materials. 

Wood is problematic 
for durability, 
maintenance, and 
slip-resistance. 

Alternative decking 
materials include 
pre-cast concrete 
planks, and recycled 
plastic lumber.

Minimizes damage to 
tree roots.  Maintains 
existing drainage 
pattern. 
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No Edging _ Standard for east of Professional Centre

Option C_ Concrete Pavers

Option B_ Brick-like

Option A_ Wood + Cable Option B_ Wood + Metal Mesh

Option C_ Wood and metail rails Option D_ Wood rails

Option A_ Irregular Concrete Pavers

Concept A_ Gabriola-made
Chunky Wood and Concrete

Concept B_ Colour !
Recycled/recyclable plastic lumber

Concept C_ Custom made
Wood and metal

Concept D_ Traditional 
Wood and metal

Modular for
varied seating
 arrangements

Seating Style Concepts

Bolted to 
concrete 

footings for 
security.


